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At our deepest core we seek the Living Water 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent – Scrutiny 
Ezekiel 37:12-14,  Psalms 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8,  Romans 8:8-11,  John 11:1-45 



Good evening.  Today is the fifth Sunday of Lent.  The Gospel reading that you 

just heard is the third and last scrutiny for the Elect in the RCIA program.  The 

end of their formal instruction is near at hand.  We walk with them, looking 

forward to their full reception into our community at the Easter Vigil. 

 

We heard the first scrutiny on the third Sunday of Lent.  There, Jesus reveals 

himself to the Samaritan women as the source of living water. In last Sunday’s 

Gospel, the second scrutiny, we saw the blindness of the believing community, 

and watched Jesus give the blind man both sight and insight. The spiritual 

journey has been described as the perfection of ever more perfect eyes that seek 

to find the Living Water.  At our deepest core we seek the Living Water that is 

our relationship in Christ and through Christ to God. 

 

In today’s Gospel, we are asked to consider the death of Lazarus. We are all 

subject to physical and spiritual death and rebirth. In this reading, Jesus sheds 

tears for his companions.  Why does Jesus love them as he does? In his 

relationship to Mary, Martha, and Lazarus something is revealed.  Jesus has the 

spiritual maturity to recognize his companions as beloved sons and daughters; 

each of them a treasured face of God. 

 

Those activities that distract and lead us away from Living Water we call sin.  

Unchecked, it distorts the fact that we are formed in the Creator’s image and 

likeness.  The men and women in our jails speak at length about the price that 

they have paid.  Alcohol, drugs, pornography, and sexual aberration distort who 

they are as children of God.   As a result, their relationships to family and co-

workers suffer and often disintegrate.  When these relationships fail there is a 

spiritual death of sorts.   



Our distortions of self and others can be a denial that we are a precious son or 

daughter.  As we distance ourselves from our true nature, we distance ourselves 

from God.  That separation, that distance from God, can become a profound 

loneliness.  Jesus calls us from this desolation just as he called Lazarus from the 

tomb.   

 

We are assured in our first reading today, "I will put my Spirit in you that you 

may live."  In our Gospel, Jesus calls, "Lazarus, come out."  Lazarus does so, 

still bound by the burial bands.  Jesus said to them, "Untie him and let him go."   

 

Lent is the time that we try to quiet ourselves from the busyness of the world to 

hear the Lord’s voice, our ‘Spirit within.’  We desire to hear him call us from 

the desolation of our own tomb, as he did Lazarus.  As Lazarus emerged bound, 

we also find ourselves bound by our distortions of self.  In the sacrament of 

reconciliation, the Lord unties us from the burden we carry.  He invites us to 

leave our burial bands on the confessional floor.  For Jesus, we are each a 

treasured face of God.  There is joy and consolation in that knowledge and 

recognition.  

 

In our reception of the Eucharist today, listen for the Lord's voice calling us by 

name.  He invites us to sit with him and hear the story of God’s love for us. 
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